Playing on/for God’s Team

We

LiveOurValuesEveryday!!!
Give my personal best
Play by the rules

Take responsibility

Be a good teammate

Share God’s LOVE
SESSION                     BIBLE STORY                   FOCUS                                MEMORY VERSE
Monday                   Calling the disciples       Who is your coach             Romans 8:31  
                                  Luke 5:  1-11                   and teammates in              If God is for us, who is against us?

                                                                             Life?
Tuesday                  Ten Commandments     Rules of the Game             John 14:6
                                 Exodus 19: 16-20                                                          Jesus said unto him, ‘I am the way,                                                                            

                                 Exodus 20: 1-12                                                            and the truth, and the life; no one

                                                                                                                          comes to Father but through me

Wednesday           Ten Commandments      Rules of the Game            Deuteronomy 30: 11
                                Dueteronomy 30: 8-11                                                For this commandment which  I                          
                                Exodus 20: 13-17                                                          command you today is not  too                                              

                                                                                                                         difficult for you, nor is it out  of

                                                                                                                         reach

Thursday               Kingdom of Life               What is our                           Matthew 5: 16

                               Matthew 5: 1-16              Gameplan?                           Let your light shine before men in      

                                                                                                                           such a way that they may see your 

                                                                                                                           good works, and glorify your Father

                                                                                                                           who is in heaven

Friday                    The Love Chapter            Show me some                     John 15:17    

                               1 Corinthians 13              L.O.V.Everyday!!!                 This I command you, that you love                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                           one another
2 Timothy 1: 7     For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline

Day 1
Who is your coach and teammates in life?
Memory verse:    Romans 8:31            
If God is for us, who is against us?
Cheer:

Jesus, Jesus,  He’s our man
He can do it, yes He can!!!
Jesus, Jesus,  He’s the way

He will lead us every day!!!
TEACHER BACKGROUND

Read  Luke 5: 1-11, Calling the Disciples
In the context of sports, each person will get the opportunity to pick their coach and their teammates.  We need to take this decision seriously because who we choose will impact us the rest of our life.

We have three options for our coach.   We can pick Jesus as our coach, we can do what we want, or we can let some else like a gang tell us what to do.
If we do what we want, we will be selfish and live for ourselves.  We can want to be a star and will not have many teammates that like us.  If we are playing soccer, can one person beat a team?
If we decide to join a gang, only bad things will happen.   They will make you do things that are bad or illegal.  You will probably be in jail or dead by the time you are 25 years old.  Is that the kind of team you want to be on?

Jesus wants to be our coach but he wants you to listen to Him and play your position.  He has a plan for you and will help you along the way.
Jesus wants you to be on His team.  He is always there inviting you to join His team, but you have to want to be on His team.   

You may ask why would He want me on His team?  Let’s look at who he chose when he was on earth many years ago.   Jesus chose 12 disciples to be on his team which we will read about.  Who did he choose?

He chose all kinds of people.  He chose 4 fishermen, he chose a tax collector, he chose people who were active in politics.  He chose a person he saw under a fig tree.  He even chose a person who would betray Him and give him over to mean people.   All these people followed Him while He was ministering to the people.

Some of His disciples became very good players for the team, scored a lot of goals for the team and  helped the team win others and grow.  They went out and spread Jesus’ message of LOVE throughout the world.  A lot of these stars of the team evidently were killed for teaching God’s word.   Think about that…they gave their very life for their coach, that’s how much they believed in Him.  But that was fine, because they are now in Heaven with Jesus.  Some of them did not do much and we do not know what happened to them.

Jesus wants each of us to be on His team and help spread His LOVE to those that you come in contact with.   He wants us to be on His team at Home, in School, when we are playing sports and when we are in our private places.   If we play the position that He wants us to, he will make sure that we have fun and are successful in this life.  Remember how many fish they caught when they did what Jesus asked them to do.  Not only did they fill their boat but another boat as well.  Jesus will bless you just like He blessed His disciples.
He also allows us to choose our teammates.   He will help us choose our friends.  What kind of friends do you have?   Are your friends good or mean to others?  Do they respect you and play with you?   Do they call you or others names?  Do they lie or steal?   We all need to pick friends that we want to be around and that we like to talk to and play with.   We will become just like the people that we hang around with.  If we choose to be on Jesus’ team, we surround us with strong friends and teammates.
This week we are going to talk about Jesus’ team, His rules, His game plan and how he wants us to spread His LOVE.

 Day 1
Who is your coach and teammates in life?
1.  Was Jesus a good coach in this story?  What did he tell Peter to do?   What was the results?

2. What did Peter do when he caught all the fish?
3. What did Jesus want them to do for His Team?

4. What do you think that Jesus wants you to do for His team?

5. What do you think our memory verse means?  If God is for us, who is against us?

Day 2

Rules of the Game
MEMORY VERSE:  John 14:6

Jesus said unto him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to Father but through me 
Cheer:

God’s team is number 1                                             
God’s team will have some fun                                   
God’s team, let me hear you scream                                     
Because, no one can beat God’s team                         
TEACHER BACKGROUND
The Ten Commandments  1 – 5
Exodus 19: 16-20   

Exodus 20: 1-12

God gave us the Ten Commandments to live by many years ago when he was leading Israel out of slavery in Egypt.   These commandments are still to be followed today.   Jesus wants us to keep these commandments everyday!!!     Everyday!!! is the key phrase.  

As we talked about yesterday, Jesus wants you to be on His team and He wants to be your coach as your go through life.   And we saw that He is a very good coach.   He also wants to be your friend.  You need to talk to Him, Listen to Him and Respect Him if he is going to be our coach and friend.   He needs for you to give Him your full attention and to carry out His instructions.   God has coached the winning team since the beginning of time and His team will continue to win in the future also.   God is The Man!
In the first reading, we see the Power of God.  There was thunder and lighting, a loud trumpet sound,  fire and smoke and a tremendous earthquake.  That’s how God got their attention.   We would all listen too if we saw and heard this.   God will give you the power to carry out all your assignments in life if you trust Him and listen to Him.  What did he tell us in the Ten Commandments?

Commandment 1, You shall have no other gods before me, is telling us to give Him our full attention.  If he is going to coach us, we need to focus on Him and listen to what He is telling us.   
Commandment 2, You shall not have any idols, is telling us to stay away from those things that will get us into trouble with God.  Idols can be movie stars or sports figure that we want to be like or they can be behaviors that we should not be doing.   Jesus wants us to live our life like He lived His Life and we will talk about that later in the week.   If we worship idols or forget about Him, God will not be pleased but He will bless us if we love Him and keep His commandments

Commandment 3, You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, tells us that we need to respect God and His name just like we would respect any coach.  We should not say bad things about Him, swear or use His name in a bad way.   God may punish us if we do not treat him with respect but He will never kick us off His team.
Commandment 4, Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy,tells us to rest on Sunday of each week just like he rested after He created the world.  We have six days to go to school and do all our work.   We should spend the day with God at His house, the Church.   We all need to recharge our batteries and take some time to think about Him and His plan for our life.  Instead of watching television or doing other things, we should spend some time with Him.

Commandment 1-4  are what God wants from you.   If He is your coach, He knows what is best for you and will help you through the game of life.  We just need to listen to Him and talk to Him.  How do we talk and listen to Him?   We talk to Him by prayer and we listen to Him by having quiet time.   We want encourage you to spend some quiet time with God each day.  
Commandment 5  is one of the most important rules that God gave us.   Honor your father and mother.  
Regardless of where you live or how you are treated, God used your parents to bring you into this world.  You are a unique person and the genes of your parents are part of the reason you are unique.  He did this because He has a role for you on His team and all your experiences will help you play that role on the team for Him.  (Tell your personal story)  We should be thankful for our parents, spend time with them and share our thoughts and dreams with them.  Thank them for your clothes, thank them for giving you a house or apartment, thank them for giving you food and thank them for giving you an education so that you can do well in life.  We can also help teach them some things that we have learned, like how to use a computer.   God tells us that we will have a longer life if we do this.   
Day 2

Rules of the Game
1.  Why do you think that God gave us the Ten Commandments?

2.  Do you think that God is asking too much from us in the first five commandments?  Is he too hard on us as a coach?

3. Do you think it is hard to keep these commandments?  Will good teammates and friends help?

4. What can you do to honor your father and mother?  When you have children, how do you want your children to treat you?

Day 3
Rules of the Game

MEMORY VERSE:   Deuteronomy 30: 8-11
For this commandment which I command you today is not  too difficult for you, 

nor is it out  of reach

Cheer:

V – I – C – T – O – R - Y                                               

This is our battle cry                                                   

V – I – C – T – O – R - Y                                               

God is our #1 guy                                                      

TEACHER BACKGROUND
The Ten Commandments  6 – 10
Dueteronomy 30: 8-11   

Exodus 20: 13-17
Yesterday, we talked about what God wants from you.  He wants your full attention if he is going to be your coach.  He also wants you to respect Him as well as your parents.   Today, we are going to talk about the behaviors that God wants you to stay away from.   Every team has rules.  These are behaviors that he does not want you to participate in if you are going to be on His team.   God tells us in the memory verse that we can do it.  For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out  of reach.
Commandment 6, You shall not murder, is very simple.   We are not to kill anyone no matter what they have done to us or how mad we are.   We have a justice system to deal with bad people.    We also should not hurt other people with our words.  This is just as bad a killing them some time.   As we play the game of life, we do not want to hurt anyone.  We should live a life of Honor everyday!!!
Commandment 7, You shall not commit adultery,  is for us when we become parents.  It tells us that once we are married, we should only be with our wife or husband.   God wants us to take personal responsibilty and honor all our commitments.  Our wife or husband is our best teammate in life.

Commandment 8 tells us not to steal.   No matter how much that we want something, if it does not belong to us or if we do not have money to buy it, we should not take it.   We cannot have everything that we want and if we steal something, we will get punished or go to jail if we are caught.    We need to learn to be happy with what we have.  We cannot cheat either.  Stealing and cheating is the same thing. 
Cheaters and stealers do not make for good teammates because we cannot trust them.    Jesus tells us that he takes care of the birds and flowers and he will take care of us as well.
Commandment 9, You shall not lie, is just a like 8.   We cannot lie to other people.  We cannot lie about someone else.  We have to tell the truth all the time regardless of the consequences.   Sometimes telling the truth may get us into trouble, but this is the responsible thing to do.  If you lie to other people, they will not trust you and will not want you on the team.
A Famous saying by the Greek philosopher Aristotle is the following.

We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, therefore, is not an act, but a habit.
If you think about it, it’s true.  We are what we repeatedly do.  Lying, stealing and cheating have become bad habits for many people today because they do them often.   Whatever word you put in there is who you will be.  

We are what we repeatedly do.  Lying, therefore, is not an act, but a bad choice.
We are what we repeatedly do.  Stealing, cheating,  therefore, is not an act, but a bad choice.
We are what we repeatedly do.  Drinking, hanging around people that use drugs, hanging around a gang or bad people will evidentially get us into trouble
Let’s substitute a good behavior into the sentence.

We are what we repeatedly do.  Telling the Truth, therefore, is not an act, but a free choice and a way of life.
We are what we repeatedly do.  Being responsible for my actions, therefore, is not an act, but a free choice and a way of life.
We are what we repeatedly do.  Giving my best, therefore, is not an act, but a free choice and a way of life.
God wants you to stay away from the bad habits and focus on being positive.

Commandment 10, You shall not covet, has to do with being jealous.  We all covet something that someone else has.  We think about it and it can cloud our minds.   We are jealous because someone else has cool new clothes, a new game or a bigger house or a better apartment.  This becomes an idol for us and God told us not to waste our time on idols.    Instead of using our brain power to think about me, me, me and what I want, we should think about how we can use our time and talents to play the game for our coach, Jesus.  He wants to spread His LOVE, to be fishers of men for Him and be thankful for all the He has given us. 
In the first scripture, God tells us that He will bless us and we will prosper if we keep His commandments.  He also gives us a pep talk.  He tells us it is not too difficult and that we can do it.
That’s very important.  God tells us that we can do it and He will help coach us through life.  
Let’s talk about what we have learned the last two days.  When we talk about the Rules of the Game, Jesus wants to be our coach and he will take care of us if we listen to Him and respect Him.   He also wants us to be good teammates by taking responsibility for our actions and be a good teammate.   

Day 3
Rules of the Game
1.  Do you know someone that has lied, stolen or cheated?
2. What do you think about people that lie, steal or cheat?

3. Why do we have to play by the rules?

4. What are some things that people are jealous of?

5. Does a good coach tell you when you do things that are wrong?
Day 4

What is our game plan for winning?

MEMORY VERSE:   Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven

Cheer:   

2 bits… 4 bits… 6 bits… a dollar

 All for God’s team, stand up and Holler!!!

TEACHER BACKGROUND
The Kingdom of Life   

Matthew 5:  1-16

So far we have learned that Jesus wants to be our coach and he wants us to be on His team if we want to.  We have also learned the rules that he wants us to live by, The Ten Commandments.  Today we are going to talk about how we should play the game of life.   In order to do this, we need to look at how Jesus lived His life just like we looked at how Jesus picked His teammates when He was on earth.   

Jesus was a regular person just like you and me.  He was a good person and he helped a lot of people while he was here.  His example and teachings can be a role model for any person regardless of personal or religious beliefs.  Let’s talk about what he did.

First, He taught people how to live their life.   He told us to treat others like we would want to be treated.  He told us to feed others when they are hungry, to give water to people who are thirsty and clothe others when they need clothes.   He also told us to take care of the poor, the sick and those in need.   Jesus wants us to think about others instead of thinking about our self all the time.   Most importantly, He told us that he would take care of us if we trust in Him.   Jesus takes care of all the birds and flowers and He will take care of you.  
He taught us that ask Him for the things that we need.  Matthew  7:7 says,  ‘Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.’  We should not ask Him for silly things but things that are important.   If someone is sick, we can ask Him to help that person feel better.  We can ask Him to keep us safe.  We can ask him to give us knowledge.   We can also ask Him for miracles, because he showed us that miracles do happen.   Jesus cured people that had bad diseases, He allowed people who were blind to see and He told people who could not move to get up to walk.   He even brought a couple of people back from being dead.   Isn’t that the kind of coach that you want in life?  So, Jesus can do anything that He wants to and He will help us also if we ask Him and trust Him.  Sometimes we have to ask for a long time before He answers and sometimes He will not answer because He knows what is best for us.  
Next, Jesus told us how to conduct ourselves.   We wants us to be honorable, humble and gentle people.   He wants us to have the right attitude, a good heart and think about others.  He wants us to be peacemakers.   This does not mean that we can’t be tough and stand up for what we believe in.   Jesus wants us to do that, but we should have the right spirit when we do.   Because we are good people and do the right thing, others are going to be jealous of us.   They are going to say and do mean things to us.   Jesus tells us to expect this and be happy anyhow.   He will bless us and pat us on the back when we live like he wants us to and he will give us our reward one day in Heaven.  
Finally, Jesus wants us to be His Light in this world.   He wants us to shine so that all the world can see.  

He wants the world to know that he is our coach and that those people that we come into contact with in life can be His teammates also.   He wants us to invite them to be on His team.  

Our game plan is simple but very effective.  We should 

1.  help others, 

2. ask Jesus for what we truly need,

3. be a good person

4. let the world see our lights shining for Him

5. invite others to live like us and be on His team

6. remember that Jesus will take care of us

Day 4

What is our game plan for winning?

1. Why do you think it is important to have a game plan?

2. What do you think about Jesus’ game plan for his team?
3. Is bullying, doing drugs or being in a gang part of His game plan?

4. Have you ever had someone insult you for doing the right thing?

5. Has anyone ever framed you for something you did not do?

6. Do you think that Jesus ever got angry?

Day 5

Show me some L.O.V.Everyday!!!sm
MEMORY VERSE:   
John 15: 17          This I command you, that you love one another 
2 Timothy 1: 7     For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline

Cheer:

LiveOurValuesEveryday!!!sm

yeah, yeah, YEAH
means sharing God’s L.O.V.Everyday!!!sm

yeah, yeah, YEAH
TEACHER BACKGROUND
The Love Chapter   

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8      

When we are playing the game of life, God wants us to play hard and he wants us to give our very best everyday!!!  In 2 Timothy, Paul tells to not to be timid.   What does timid mean?  unsure, tentative, lacking in courage or self confidence.   He wants us to know ourselves and to be confident in our actions.   We should not care what anyone else thinks if we know what we are doing the right thing.  We should believe in ourselves even if no one else does.  God puts us here for a reason and He is coaching us along the way.

He wants us to have a spirit of power.  What does power mean?  physical strength, mental toughness, moral toughness, confidence, control, influence over others.  He wants us to be bold in our faith.   He wants us to show a spirit of love.  1 Corinthians 13 gives us the definition of LOVE and we will talk about that in a minute.   He also wants us to show a spirit of discipline.  What does discipline mean?   self control, an orderly or prescribed pattern of behavior.   We have to have the discipline to not say ugly things at times, the discipline to not fight back at times, the discipline to not pile on when someone is being treated wrongly and the discipline to ‘just say no’ to the wrong.   We can go along with the crowd or we can have the discipline to take the narrow and right road that God wants us to take.
What God really wants from us is simple…to spread His L.O.V.E everyday!!!sm to all those people we come into contact with in life’s journey.  So what are the characteristics of LOVE.   Jesus tells us to LOVE our neighbor as ourself.  What does that mean?   We should treat everyone as we would want them to treat us.   We can be the most important person or the wisest person in school or in Houston or in the United States, but if we do not have LOVE, we are nothing.   We can do many great things in life, but if we do not have LOVE, we have nothing.
LOVE is magical and the very best that is inside us and God wants to show it to our parents, our brothers and sisters, our teachers, our schoolmates and everyone we meet everyday!!!
LOVE is patient, kind and rejoices in truth.   LOVE embraces, believes and hopes in all things.  It is about a positive outlook on life and caring about others.  Most importantly, LOVE is always there and it never fails.   Think about that … LOVE never fails.   Do you know anything else in life that never fails?   LOVE will always be in our hearts and souls.  We will also see LOVE in the hearts and souls of others around us.  
If we show LOVE, we do are not jealous, do not brag and are not arrogant.  We also do not act ugly, we do not want to always be the center of attention, we do not pick fights or look for revenge when someone does us wrong.   
That’s what Show me some L.O.V.Everyday!!!sm  is all about.   LiveOurValuesEveryday!!!sm means sharing God’s L.O.V.Everyday!!!sm   It is living the best that we can every single day and sharing the LOVE that God gave each one of us with all the people that we come into contact with.    That is the instructions that our coach is giving us.  And we want you to wear your bracelet all the time to remind you that God loves you everyday!!! and he wants to spread His L.O.V.Everyday!!!sm  
So what have we learned this week.

1.  God wants us to be on his team.  If God is for us, who is against us?

2. We learned God’s Rules for us in the Ten Commandments.  We need to listen to Him, follow His instructions, respect Him and talk to Him.   He wants our full attention.   He also gave us behaviors we should stay away from like lying and stealing if we want to be on His team.
3. He told us that being a good teammate and keeping His commandments is not out of our reach.   

4. He wants us to live our life like he did, ask Him for help, conduct ourself like ladies and gentlemen and let our lights shine brightly in this world.  

5. We shine our lights by sharing LOVE with everyone that we meet in our life’s journey.  We try and do this everyday!!! with a spirit of power, love and discipline.   

6. Finally, Jesus will be there coaching us all along the way in life no matter what happens to us if we choose to be on His team.

Day 5

Show me some L.O.V.Everyday!!!

1.  Who wants to be on God’s team?

